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AN OPEN LETTER TO THE COMRADES OFT HE REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS LEAGUE + 



New York September 1937 

Dear comrades t 

It is almost nine years since we together ."broke definetly with the counter- 
revolutionary wing that once led the Cominunist Party* Our split was supposed to 
represent a Marxian reaction to the oppertunist line that brought the world proletariat 
from one defeat to another* Although we broke together from the Stalinist -Buchar in 
line ideologically and organizationally , we stood apart from you for the reason that 
ideologically we were part of the leA faction of the Italian Communist party which 
fundamental documents are to be found in the Eoma thesiso These documents were a 
contrast to all the political past of Cannon and Shachtman who at that time only 
borrowed from the Russian opposition* Under the leadership of Leon Trotsky'the Inter* 
national Left Opposition from the beginning stood for the reform of the Communist . 
International misjudging therefore, the fundamental reason that brought the oppertun^si* 
to the head of the C*I. That fundamental reason was represented by the many defeats 
ofthe proletariat , up on which defeats the counter-revolution found strength* While the. 
opposition was swiiming in this illusion .the ideological ground to dissolve itself 
into the rotten second international was laid down* You will agree with us that 
Trotsky did to' dd<stroy the Communist movement what Stalin was not able to do# 

While the International Bureau was splitting groups, and liquidating the rest 
"by sending them into the Socialist Par tyj from that time on they disappeared from the 
proletarian horizons On the German situation Trotsky build up a theory that it was 
possible to have a proletarian Revolution with a centrist patriotic leadership* This 
negative conception of the nature of burocracy and opportunism, and the anti-Lenin 
concept of the historical significance and necessity of a Communist Party-*-all this 
brought a lot of confusion into the ranks of the Left Opposition,which consist of 
many sincere communists* Our faction fought all lines of Trot sky, politic ally as well 
as organizationally, and it cannot be otherwise because the organizational question is 
bound up with the political* 

We will not mention the whole history of the Left Oppoeition which 'you all well 
know* We will merely call to your attention a few facts which characterize the entire 
Trotsky movement and line. The Leninist emthod of interpretation of the revolutionary 
movement ofthe proletariat and the role of i-ts historical guide is the opposite of the 
methods of Trotsky ever since 1903« When we communist state that without the histor- 
ical organ the proletar iat cannot be victorious, we mean exactly what we assert « The • 
whole post war experience and particularly the Spanish conflict shows that this Marx* 4 
ian concept still holds* 

When you comrades split with the Workers Party in order not to join the Socialist 
Party it was a healthy reaction against the line of Traotsky and you were on the road 
of Marxism on the conception of the independence ofthe Communist vanguardo When you 
broke off with Cannon and Shaehtman outfit this brought us nearer* As a fact we had 
a long discussion on principle questions that c oncer ened the proletariat movement as 
a whole© We all know the results of that discussion period^ It was too mechanical 
and sectarian, not from the political point of view, but the way the groups were proceeding 
To be of any help toward the establ sihment of a real American Left Faction of Com- 
irainism,which is a preliminary necessity to build up, in the course of the class struggle 
.and the revolutionary events, a real Communist Party* Anyway we believe th.it the ideas 
andp programs could show their ability when they were tested by events* The Spanish 
conflict offers the opportunity to each and every group the test fo* their theories 
and principles and to .learn the strength and weakness of their linoj who ever lost 
their chance to learn from the Spanish evaits,the tactics and technic of a well devel* ; ■ 
capitalism is not a Marxists* 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ " ■ 



? Ur +-f rU S^ 1 2 n dld not take a3 W^ia.G from, the Pcrmamnt Revolution and analyse- d critical* 
I 2T n I i Ty labor nova^atjtho pjroftt work car Lenin -with a mir&ty experience 

44. ^4 ? Revolution was the only one that seen from the" beginning what was the 
situation in Spain* Our faction did not try to copy the historical movement that 
appeared fromMaroh to October in the Russian Revolution. Tfo cannot apply anything 
but critically analyze each event. To apply to Spain what was pood for the October' 
Revolution it moans not to understand the- difference of a historical situation and-, 
the rule of the ccunter revolutionist that are dealing in the proletariat front, 
Immediately after the Spanish proelatroit save up their weapon (General Strike) the 
only weapon to lead and destroy the capitalist state, they bee one victims of the 
capitalist state. 

When you start a insurrection efc her you strike hard and ^o forward and est- 
ablish the dictatorship cf the proletariat , as the only weapon" to destroy your enemy, 
or else you go back* In the Spanish situation when the proletariat instead of extend- 
ing a general strike- directed against the capitalist state gives up their weapon 
to turn in the territorial front that was a big blow to themselves Which can hardl; 
be repaired on the immediate future • It is a fact that right after the fourth anl 
fifth day of the general strike the capitalist class went on and on consolidating 
their power. Our fraction were the only ones under the slander and calumny of all 
parties and groups, end even at the cost of a split in the organization, stood for 
the class line. 

For our fraction the counter «- re volut ion ary situation in Spain came raght after 
the proletariat gare up the £©aral strike and not after the anti-fascists were di - 
or when the independent tmz& ^r : ^0^is-^i under the Va&fSJspia qmerimxto* " 



The fact that the anti-fa sci abs- committees as well as the independent militia 
those were controlled by the same political organisations which has shown the count <. ■ 
revolutionary rule. The slogan that our fraction gmre at that time- was th© following i 

Away from the front, turn the imperialist war into a civil war" and all that goes 
with it « "What is your position comrades of the JUW*L* Now,not in July 1936 « 

At the meeting at Irving Plaza when your Secretary, Hugo Oehler exposed the political 
line dP the League, made us understand, that the official line is purely a left tail 
of tlte Popular Front* At that meeting we cle>arl;y saw the position of* all the Amsricaa 
groups, the Trots 3*yites .the Weisbordites,the Fieldits and your posit ion, which in our 
opinion, makes an Ai® rican P0UM,that is from the class point of view, the political line 
that comrade Oehl-ar defended stard s on the dt her sid^ cfT.the proletariat interest « 
Hugo Oehler # in his speech tried to avoid assuming any political position#but as we have 
expected, in the discussion period he did take a position* First of all he did not 
answer any questions that our comrades presented jhe took plcenty of t ime; to answer all 
the other groups although in a sarcastic manner* In answering soma otter questions 
indirectly h.e gave an an aver to our question and especially when he oritcized the- 
Trots iyites for giving material aid to Valencia (Jovemnsnt* In this question he said 
the following! We do not support the- Valencia Gove rnmsnt, but we do not sabatoga those 
liberals an do there that send their aid to the Val«mcia government** That means he 
remains neutral on this vital question, although he recognizes that this material aid 
is used against those who fight the reactionary government of Valencia* 

This position is just the same as the one held by the Italian Soacialist Party 
on the world war, n Neither support not sabatoge** This line , is a little to the ri ; >;). : 
of the centrist Balabanoff liiB and Zimmerwald» On the question of insurrection 

our f1rif?nd Oehler made some very important statements* 



He said , we do not .stand for defeat i an of the. loyalist army* Then do you suppc; 
the' capitalist army? Or you stay inbetween? "What is your conception (£• the 
resolution, .anyway? Can the proletariat "te succe ssful wibhout destroying all tho;se 
or©.ns that makes the capitalist state of which the- army is the essential factor? 
lo revolutionary phraseology,no historical parallels will sare- you from a wrong 
position that you are holdng. Objectively your line help to keep the wr tors 
in illusions and therefore you help the capitalist a gains* the proletariate 

your organization justifies itself on fhe basis of the Permanent Revolution 
in fight inr the reaction in Spain side by side with the democracy then you make 
a class differentat ion between fascism a -Ed democracy and that means' that if 
tomorrow Nazi Germany attacks democratic F r aree or GechoSolaki then the duty 
of the prol-etfr iat is to fig.lt to save democracy. That will bring us back to 1914* 

Comrades, we know that all of your members of the RWL do not agree with what 
Oehler and the Political Committee say on the Spanish situation. We do not believe 
it. You. nay think that this is a matter that concerns only the RWL but we believe 
that this fundamental question concerns tke proletariat in general and that you 
will not solve the problem through a internal discussion* When if comes a matter that 
cone em, s the c lass you must ome out and fight openly just as our faction has 
done a year ago:' 'When the opposition appeared. 



We- are wit in.; to you this letter for tte reason that we be lieve it is our 
duty to say openly what we think $ the political line of the R*W.L.,nnd hope thr 
we together will be able to form an American section of the International Fracti 
of Oommuni an.* 

Comradely y) urs, 

The' Sew York Group of the Italian Sect ion of the 
International Left Fraction of Communism 



THE ULTRA LEFT POSITION OF THE. LEFT FACTION OF COMMUNISM 



The op «n letter of the New York group of the Left Faction of Communism, 
(Bordiguist Group) to the Revolutionary Wo r leers League of the United States, on the 
question of the Spanish Civil War presents a position in the name of Marxism, which 
if followed would lead the proletariat to defeat* It is the opposite position of the 
Trotsky centrists ♦ Wh<5reT3rs,the position of , "political criticism and material aid to 
the Peoples Front," aids the Peoples Front in its struggle against the proletariat 
and peasants, the Left Faction of Communism, position of ^revolutionary defeatism 11 
for Spain at present gives objective aid to the Fascists bourgeois* The Revolution- 
ary Workers League of the United States rejects both the Trotsky centrist position 
and the Bordiguist ultra-left position* 

Before we deal with the question . regarding the conflict in Spain we desire to 
take up some of the other points raised in the letter* 

1-The very name of the group has nothing in common with Marxism* To call the 
group the International Left Faction of 'Communism, elevating "Left Faction of Com- 
munism, into a permanent tendency reveals ultra-leftism* A communist must be a Marx- 
ist* In the Communist Party or group disputed questions finds the Marxists today a 
"right" faction against ultra-left deviations, and tomorrow -a "left" faction against 
opportunist deviations, and the next day a "center 11 faction when both deviations must 
be fought at once* 

'■i-ILr Utt^r states, "Our faction did nofc tak&~anything from the Permanent 
Revolution '..nd analyse critically the history of .the Labor movement t M At this point 
wo <*-»sir* so d;~-:l with only one aspect of this sentence* The Revolutionary Workers 
L-'^u-} wf.'.ndr or, tho theory of the permanent Revolution, the position which is ident. 
wir-L >n;n T s position* Tho l«ft faction in rejecting this position rejects another 
tit sic --r.-'" 4 "- of ;.V ! .rxism* 

op"h lifter states, "Immediately after tho Spanish Proletariat gave up the- 
wnurcH ^..n-ral 3trike) the only weapon to lead and destroy the capitalist state, 
rh~y hers victims of the capitalist state, 11 To present the general strike as the 
d-cviaiv*:. v;--ai>cn for th* overthrw of capitalism is to f all into the swamp, of all fc •• 
half hiked .syndicalists* The general strike as a step within the framework^ of tho 
road to power is co rivet, but to elevate it to this primary position is to insure ' 
defeat « If the general strike is not carried over into the -insurrection with all c / 
the broadest r.olibical implications flowing from this the struggle is sure to end 
as an abortion* 

.w;>,. ^tter skater that Oehler tried to avoid taking a position on the question 
o* ^-vclu^icr v-y d«f»etism. The comrades pr esent at this meeting must have b*en 
asl^i. k considerable sart of Oehler s speech was devoted to the theoretical question 
of ^.-c^vt-ornr.' drf^atisn rnd the slogan of march separate and strike tog^tte r* 
vv_ CT v„~ ; ,o : H:i -cis^d by ™he letter are answered by the- PC document that we present 
re ♦ All of this material was presented at . the New York meeting, the letter speaks . .. 
oi%"t>; ;-v tr ultra-Ic-ft errors of the "Left Paction of Communism" can nou be aelu 



r~,7 fc v^i: now resent the Political Committee position of the- question of 
V-v C r,en l**t»r.i.r«MMbins our position against the Trotskyites,the FOBI,aia tx:.e 
:..o-*:rjiGt* The P*0. position wao adopted in August and merely represented a summary 
of cur position cine* the July 1336 uprising* 



MARCH SEPARATE Ai-ID STRIKE) TOGETHER 

L* Ihu centrist Irotskyites have filled the, correct slogan^of " 
S 4 -- k- toother" with the following content in the Spanish Civil 
or it,. \rm uml material aid to the Peoples Front." 



'Ma* ch separately and 
Wan "For political 



^ to zm Peoples Front is a negation of the conoept of 
y , d t° m t rzh S ?F lately aeans the political and organist .icnal 
..i.^ciu;/ against the *nemy,the fascists bcurgeoisie,but also 
' ;J* r^ 01 !**; J° march se P^at«ly and strike together means 
. ;. 1: '^f.y-o fight one eneuiy on two fronts* To give material 

"I!. */o : ;< . "' c ' Ain 5? f tnp capitalist *n*»y is to repudiate the two-fold 

F^; : V>' ?r :,;: *" XC s ^ &rau9l y and ^ijing together and is capitulation bo the 



to .-ly 
a: i 



'• r -" u " fc p cause there are no Soviet sphere is no other recourse open 
:C;./ G ,. /"^^^riai aid^to the peoples Front. But the same peoples say that if 
; "\.: 1 - f - v ' r -" J ;"^^-terial aid should not he given to the Peoples Front which 
*. . I ,"; "^d to the Peoples Front if there are Soviets would be criminal 
' : oCV ~ < ' r 3 51 n nevir be built* Material aid to the Peoples Front is th.- 



b<=3 '- C-"-- zc prevent the creation of Soviets* 

-v y2~»2~'I * :o / lr r;' :;;fe t " r ' i ' s S a r by the argument that material aid to the Peoples 
* rrr - enc/^d to under rigid working class control is cover up with words; 

jf '"-' ^l-~~;- r --sn to the Peoples Front State* There can be no such thing as rigid 
or any ~~"'- r ~r .-:ind of workers control of a bourgeois states 

-o -or.f^ro ~h« slogan of Vorkers control of production n with ,f rigid work; 
ocj. .rc-i ci r^~~rial r, ld to * bourgeois state tt is to negate* Marxist teaching and 
cxacc '-.c-. _cn gainst th* capitalists* 



J 3 " i-ikcv;i3«, to argue that cause there is no Marxian Party in Spain we must 
g-.v* n-.'-.t-rr:*.ril fcid t.q r,k«? centrist POUM,and at the am* time to imply that if there 
™ br " "• *>^rxi*-xt y, it wou.11 criminal to support the POUM is to carry out 
-n r-h r . lation ~o n}>, p-rty what the Trots kyites present in relation to the 
qu^r-./on of '. ho ntvv^c Political "criticism" of the POl r M and its leadership and 
rri-.*->*-i'rJ. rdd t 0 ti u P07M is the bast way to prev.ent the creation of a revolutionary 
M'-rx^ai orr-niz-ir :lon« 

To onfu«c .up t« rial aid to workers organizations in struggle, in action, with 
material *id to the pneploe Front bourgeois STATE as the Trotskyites do, is to 
rev it;- !«'•». rxi cm on a hnric question* 

^--v* Kif»tr»rial aid only to the Hevo lutionary Marxian organization, or that 
prcu:. or foreo ~hru; is working for the creation of the Revolutionary Marxian Party* 
An jr. r^rs jrass or ganiz at ions > trade unions, Soviets, efo are in action against the 
ca^tr.! ".et v; e give them full material aid* To the latter condition the Marxists ■ 
a Pl th-» si ogan, Apolitical critcism and material aid", and not to the Bourgeois 

What shall the revolutionists do if they can intervene in the sending of 
irate rial aid by reformists to the Peoples Front? Above all the revolutionists must 
point to the futility of such aid fcr the worlers interests, endeavor to convince w- 
ers under reformist and centrist ideology that material aid must be given only 
to the Marxists, only to revolutionists in action against the cap ital i st s c 

5 -But there f s more to this question than mere propaganda* Shall the revolutio. 
if t;hey are strong enough, prevent the shipment of aid to the Peoples Fronb Gov-* 
ernmtntt This part of the question is the tactical aspect of the former priacipls 
question* List us rec apitulate to thw aspect;s of this qestion^ The revoiirbiom vz s 

gives material aid to the Peoples Front Government « The revolaticni & H : • 
AT ALL TI!£SS gives material aid only to the revolutionary Marxists and the worisr 
organizations in action against capitalism to build the party^to build Soviet s« 
This is the principle aspect of the question* 

But if the reformists and centrist s, etc «, are sending material aid to the Peoplf 
Front Government or to those whom tht revolutionist are carrying on a policy of 
marching separately and strike together, after political criticism fails to direct 
this aid to the revolutionists, what shall the Marxists do? 



^4^ "<K V f 0 *n»it i8 a negation ofth* C on**pt of 

i^;::^. : h - ei^V ^ v^V^T^ 37 1088X18 tKe P oliti0 ^ and organisational 

gt^ t ^ ^-4^if iL^po?"' ette ^' the fascists bourgeoisie, out also 

to ^ -lv d' ^.'-;r"-;,f^ ^'L t0 mrCh 5e Parat»ly ani strike toother means 
aV^o -VcT^ ? ne en W on Wo fronts, To gi v /mat e rial 

sWt"c/of -re" r ~ s~ nirl 8 f C ? ltalist is to repudiate the two-fold 

Ps^i^G Front ; b S ^ raLeIy and ^ijing together and is capitulation bo the 

but 2 :f m :./ r ^; r :^? *?rt S \f* re are n0 So ^ts,there is no other recourse open 

X J 1 *.*? ^ F !° pleS ^ ont « But th * s ^ peoples say that if 
* ^ ;3 ,Katerial aid should not be given to the Peoples Front which 
T I!;/:-, I', ;°^-f\ axd t0 thfi s Front if there are Soviets would he crmina: 

°f lc - s * » ajw be built. Material aid to the Peoples Front is th, 
best L j«. *.nt-e to prevent -,he creation of Soviets. 

t*. 0 J%+;? Z l lT :Pt thi ? b y the argument that material aid to the Peoples 
^ ,. S ;:r.; r f no '^ d to u un * er working class control is cover up with words 

,: c : r ; ;.. A - ':?V°^ h9 Peoples Front State, There can be no such thing as rigid 
or an> o -.er sina of workers control of a bourgeois stat^. 

n „+ T ? ™ nfi3 * ? h f of "workers control of production rt with " rigid worke:. 

control oi -at^riO. to a bourgeois state * is to negate Marxist teaching and 
t.cn as&ms^ the capitalists* 



To ocr.f th» 
•cl of .ras-riO. 

class action against; the cap 

3* Likr/.vis^to argue that b- cause there is no Marxian Party in Spain we must 
g-ve rr/i-,r r:tv i xo thA centrist POW,and at the same time to imply that if ther© 
were a llhTx-.hn Ftrty, it v:ou."VI criminal to support the PO0M is to carry out 
in the rt- i&fc5o» to fch* pirty what the Trotskyites present in relation to the. 
que s, 3 on of th* S-,v.':w t Political "criticism" of the POUM and its leadership and 
oatt^ial fiid to tie PO'.'il is the best way to prevent the creation of a revolutionary 
Marxian orr.'/nU'veicn* 

To onfuwe m£'*-erial aid to workers organizations in struggle, in act ion, with 
material nid to the Peoples Front bourgeois STATE as the Trotskyites do, is to 
revise ll<\r^t,zm en & Btuiic Ration* 

4^;*fe p:ve notorial aid only to the Revolutionary Marxian organizations that 
grcup or force* +h\x. is working for the creation of the Revolutionary Marxian Party* 
m x* m.o rirers ir&ss organisations* trade unions s Soviets, e^c « ? are in action against the 
capital's v;c give thiir. full raster iel aid* To the latter condition the Marxists 
apjly th-> slogan, "political critcism and material aid^.and not to the- Bourgeois 
State, 

fh&t shall thb revolutionists do if they can intervene in the sending of 
material aid by reformists to the Peoples Front? Above all the revolutionists must 
point to the futility of such aid for the worlers interests, endeavor to convince w- 
®rs undtsr rfsfonr.isfc and centrist ideology that material aid must be given only 
to the Marxists, only to revolutionists in action against the capitalist s c 

5*But th**r«s is raor« to this question than uwre propaganda* Shall the revolution ■;■ 
if they hr« strong enough, prevent the shipment of aid to the Peoples Franc Got-* . 
ernm«it?Ihls j art of thy question is the tactical aspect ofthe former principle 
quest ion i X«t us reot-f it u lata to thw aspeot.s of this ijestion* The resolution]. Kb s . 
a? IK tll'.-u giv^s n:ut*ri&l aid to the peoples Front Government* The revola*io/u s 1, • 
AT ALL TIMES giv*s rr.^rial aid only to the revolutionary Marxists and the worl®' . 
organisations in action against capitalism to build the party, to build Soviets* 
*hie is the principle aspect of the question* 

But ifthe refonrls ts and centrists, etc*, are sending material aid to the People 
Front Gcvernr.^nt or to those whoa th# revolutionist are carrying on a policy of 
temrohing separata ly and strike together, after political criticism fails to direct 
^* *8 aid to the revolutionists, what shall the Marxists do? 



First, endeavor to redirect this material aid to the revolutionists* For example, 
when the mebryo dual power of the Antifascists Committees existed in Catalonia 
material aid sent to the badly crippled Peoples Front Generality was confiscated 
by the workers aid their organizations , the same as the Bolshiviks and their Soviets 
took over equipment for their needs from the Provisional Government* Second, when 
the workers organizations are not strong enough to take over this material aid, 
when the anti-fascists committees have been dissolved,the tactic of sabotage and stc, 
shipments depends upon- each given situation and juncture of the concealed or open 
civil war between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie* Pre*® nting shipments or alio • 
ing shipments of aid from the reformists etc*, to the Peoples Front forces will be 
determined by the stages of preparation for armed insurrection* andthe conidition of 
struggle against Fascism* 

6««The slogan pf "march separately and strike together" is the proletariat stratc 
aimed to avoid support of eit her ensmy( material aidto the Peoples Front Government, 
and to avid the ultra-left error 1 (Revolutionary defeatism) This strategy makes it 
possible to exploit the basic antagonism bet we en fascism ani the trade unions and 
other workers organizations , which are under the control of the reformists, but which 
must fight Fascism or be smashed the same as the Marxists and the proletarian rev- 
olutionists* 

To give material aid to the Peoples Front is to aidthe "democratic bourgeois" 
vs the proletariat ; similarly not to see the antagonism between Fascism and the workers 
and peasants and their organizations, andto call for revolutionary defeatism is to 
play into the hands of the fascists* 

The present situation in Spain is characterized by a civil war of classes and an 
imperialist conflixt , with the imperialist conflict having the upper hand, but the 
antagonism between Communism and Capitalism, decisive** The Trotskyites and other centrists 
and the Bordiguist s and similar ultra- lefts revise Marxism, not only on the above 
question, but above all on the question of the two-fold antaf onism of capitalism in 
the decay stage, and the disctinction between Fascism and Reformism (Spain* Socialist 
Stalinist s,Anarchis ts,FOUM,etc ♦who support the peoples Front.) 

REVOLUTIONARY DEFEATISM 

1- The thesis of those who support the position s of revolutionary defeatism in Spain 
begin with the correct analysis that the July uprising, of the Fascists brought to the 
surface the fundamental struggle; between Fascism and Communism* but this position 
proceeds to conclude that the proletarian revolutionist s have been decisively defeats 
and only an imperialist war remains* The Bordiguist and others stated this before th ■ 
Barcelona uprising. They called for their followers to leave the country* stating th:v 
conditions were hop less* The Barcelona uprising proved the fallacy of this position- 
proved that although the imperialist conflict is the main surface phenomena, the civ.'. ' 
war remained within Spanish Society as the decisive aspect of this two-fold ant agon: 
The civil war aspect of the two-fold antagonism was not only decisive from the 
historical and potential point of view but also as a concrete condition of Spanish 
social forces* 

Not even the defeat of the May uprising has placed the proletariat and their a.' 
in a position of decisive defeat* A third insurrection is in the making within thit 
revolutionary period* Its defeat would end this revolutionary upsurge, but th-re a<* 
possibilities in spite of the negative factors to use the next upsurge as a step U 
dual power, by establishing all of the necessary prerequ sites for a successful rev- 
olution* 

2 The second important error of the ultra* left thesis is tte ir complete lack 
of the understanding of Fascism and Reformism in its peculiar Spanish formso 

Since all forms of Spanish reformism will be smashed by the victory of fascism, 
to say nothing of the proletariat and peasantry* the masses under reforrd. rt cumins t ion 
must firh 1 -. to the death against Fascism* '^his contradiction between f ^cis:.-. arA. the 
oasse* iai' ; f-r reformism is not n-wgated by the fact that the reformi:b leader cud 
org'<nl rations are the agents and instruments that pave the way for iV.ijci sm,ard are 
servants of capitalism and imperialism to the same extent that the fascists ar^a 



The ovenvhe lming majority of the proletariat are in the two trade unions 
ganizations,the CNT and the UGT,and the peasant organizations are under the 
mination of the Peoples Front* Their reformist leaders have tied them to the 
glo-French imperialist bloc* These forces must be won over th the" proletariat 
volution. These forces cannot be won over to the proletariat revolution on the 
sis of supporting the Peoples Front * These forces can be won over by fighting 
© Peoples Front^useing correct strategy.. But these forces cannot be won over 
> the basis of the slogan of revolutionary defeatism, which means to place the 
ro warring groups on the same level and maks. no distiction* The two imperialists 
•oups are placed on the same level and BOTH must be fright* But different tactics 
) fight these two groups must be applied because of the basic contradiction 
itween the Anglo-Feench imperialists at the TOP and the workers and peasants and 
ieir organizations under reformist control at the bottom* 

3- This calls for the policy of "March separtely and strike together*" To 
narch separately and strike together* is to FIGHT BOTH groups of capita lists, the 
xme as the policy of revolutionary defeatism vainly hopes, to do* 

Because the two capitalist groups are not equal quantities, because within the 
democratic bourgeoisie there exists a basic cintradiction irn relation to Fascism, 
he ultra-left position plays into the haxi s of the Fascists , just like the reformist 
ad centrists position plays into the hands of the Peoples Front. 

4- The proletarian revolutionists work to win the masses to overthrow the 
eoples Front Government as quickly as possible in order to lay the only basis 
ossible to defeat capitalism and fascism* But such does not mean nor imply the 
logan of revolutionary defeat iam/th at is working for the defeat of the peoples 
rmy at the front* On the contrary, the seizure of power by the Soviets releases 

hundred-fold social force that will be used at the front against fascism, that 
111 strengthen the front against fascism as the last arm of capitalist defense* 
t is the peoples front that sabotages the war against fasoism at the front and 
n the rear,not the proletarian revolution! sb s# 

FIGHT THE CAPITALISTS ON WO FRONTS ' 

The Revolutionary Workers League of the United States calls for a fight 
tgainst capitalism in Spain on two fronts, against the Fascists bourgeois and the 
Peoples Front bourgeois* Since the Peoples Front has hegemony over the majority 
>t the workers through the reformist s, and since the fascists will destroy all 
workers organizations,diff erent tactics must be utilized in fighting these two 
irms of capitalism, to utilize the contradiction between Fascism and reformism* 

At the front this calls for a fight only under the independent workers control* 
ife are opposed to sending men to the Peoples Front army,to this front* Those who 
ire drafted, in one form or the other must fight to bate over the fi-ont / must fight 
f&r their solider s committees, and to rebild the workers militias* But since more 
is involved than merely an imperialist conflict, than imperialist s useing £?p,nards 
to die for imperialists ends, sine e the re is also a struggle between fasaism and 
the working class, the struggle for the front is part £ the struggle to make 
possible the decisive defeat of fascism.* 

Those fighting under Franco must be won over where possible, his lines must 
disrupted.Hie forces where possible must be won for revolution* Behind Francos 

lines, where revolutionists are working this calls for fraternization slog sne, the 

calls f o r t he struggle to defeat Francos army* 

To call for peace at the front, as part of the strategy of revolutionary 
defeatism between the Fascists forces and the workers trapped in the p-iopDes 
Ar«.y uhrou$i reformism is to aid fascism against the workers and peasant o^ga:."- 
5z.%rioPs^ Sh seism will smash these organizations if it takes power. { Q v E K ) 



muddv tte Z+Jt 1 h | P 0 ^ 0 ^ of Neither victory nor defeat" is our policy is to 

Th f Pe °P les ^ottb cannot decisively defeat Fascism even thou £ h reformist! 
d^i™V,r X t\ ° SaVe i ts 0W1 lif-e.Only the Dictatorship of the Proletariat can 
can 11 11 defeat fa sciam.- This means that before the ' decisiTe Datt les against fascism 
the pIIw I m \ st OTerthrpw the Peoples Front Gove rnment,th means the DEFEAT of 
to overt J™^^^™^ The S P aniSh wrte < rs ^ied t'aco^in July and in May 
striM^ \T tu° Pe ?Pi e fJ^ont whil& fighbing Fascism, while marching separtely and 
striking together with the. Peoples Front, afeainst fascism. 
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